


School Board Recognition

As citizens who serve children and represent their communities, individual school board members
face complex and demanding challenges. Yet, few people fully understand the scope and far-
reaching implications of board members’ responsibilities. All Texans should recognize the vital
contributions of these men and women and focus attention on the crucial role these elected public
officials play in the education of our children. They make a difference for students.

While they wear many hats in the workday world, school board members put on a collective hat
when they get down to the business of leading their school districts. Board members must pull
together as a team toward a common goal—helping students achieve. While they may individually
disagree on certain issues, their role as a board is to consistently strive toward that goal.

The time spent in board meetings represents just a small fraction of the hours school board
members devote to leading their districts. They also work hard at seminars and training sessions to
keep abreast of the latest trends in educational leadership, are deeply involved in community
activities, and spend many hours in the schools and at extracurricular events. Their love of learning,

and concern and caring for students, staff, and the community, drive board members’ desire to lead
so students can achieve.

In recognition of this service, January is designated as School Board Recognition Month and TISD
would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to the trustees for giving so much to this
community.
Charlie Rice — President, Board member since 2006
Ronald Shirley Il — Vice President, Board member since 2008
Phillip Cameron — Secretary, Board member since 2003
Glen Croft —-Board member since 2003
Shane Gulledge — Board member since 2008

Michael Johnson — Board member since 2008

Nathan Riley — Board Member since 2008
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Tarkington Middle School
Begins Memorial Campaign

On November 11, at the Veteran's Day program,
TMS Principal, Dr. John Johnson, described the
plans for a Veteran’s Memorial to be erected in
honor of the men and women that has served our
country from the Tarkington community. The
students will be working through their Social Studies
classes to locate as many veterans as possible. The
creation of a website to provide information for the
community is in production. On the website, there
will be a form for individuals to submit information
about the veterans of our community. Progress
about the memorial will also be posted on a regular
basis. For additional information and possible
donations, please contact Social Studies teacher,
Terri Berry, Veteran’'s Memorial Coordinator. Her
email address is therry@tarkington.isd.esc4.net.

From the Superintendents’ Desk
John Kirchner

Tarkington Intermediate
Sponsors Food Drive

Tarkington Intermediate held their 10" annual food
drive from December 1st — December 11"
Approximately 1500 food items were collected this
year to help feed community families during the
holiday season. The students were eager to help
others. Each homeroom class collected and kept
totals of food items that were donated. The top
homeroom winners were

5" Grade: Mrs. Mattila’s class with 249 items
4" Grade: Ms. Elliot’s class with 197 items

As a reward for their effort, Counselor Gail Page
treated both classes to ice cream.

Visit our district website at

www.tarkingtonisd.net

As we move into the second semester of the 2009-
2010 school year, | am proud to report that our
teachers and staff continue to go above and beyond,
in an effort to ensure the success of every student
here at T.I.S.D. The priority of all districts across the
state should be the student. Here at Tarkington our
priority is the students with a slightly different twist.
We are focusing on “the Graduate” We consider all
our students future graduates no matter what grade
they are currently in. The leaders of our district are
constantly reminding the teachers and staff that all of
their efforts should support the ultimate goals that
being a quality graduate. This quality graduate will
take on many different forms. We understand that
we must produce graduates who are prepared to
succeed in universities and community colleges, in
both academic and vocational training and some
must graduate with the skills required to enter the
work force. This is a daunting task to say the least;
however, this is the true function of public education,
this function having been established by our
founding fathers. This focus challenges us to look at
each student individually, evaluate progress and
intervene in specific areas. Our teachers from
prekindergarten to eighth grade are spending a great
deal of time on the foundation courses of math,
English language arts, reading, science and social
studies. As the graduates move to High School we
begin to vary their curriculum, in an effort to produce
the post secondary ready graduate. While at
Tarkington High School, the graduate has the
opportunity to take advanced academic classes in
the foundation courses as well as Spanish. They
also have the opportunity to pursue education and
training in many vocational areas. We continue to
adjust, from the Primary campus to the High School,
ensuring that “the graduate” we produce has
everything he or she needs to succeed as they
transition from public school to post secondary
education or the workforce. My personal goal for
Tarkington I.S.D. is for us to be, without question,
the best district in Liberty County. Thank you for
your overwhelming support of our students and of
my faculty and staff. This goal, when accomplished,
will benefit your children, grandchildren, neighbors
and our community.

_Johwn Kirchner






